






CONTRIBUTOR PROFILES

https://added.gov.ae/EJ





CONTRIBUTOR PROFILES

413

Abu Dhabi Department of Economic 
Development 

Al Falah Street—Fatima Bint Mubarak Street 6  

Tel: +971 2 815 8888 

Web: www.added.gov.ae

QUSSAY ABDUL WAHAB

Director—SMEs Development Department and SME 

Expert 

Email: qabdulwahab@ded.abudhabi.ae

Qussay Abdul Wahab is a visionary business 

thought leader with an extensive track record 

of success as an entrepreneur (launched five 

companies) and business subject matter expert/

incubator building cutting-edge platforms 

and dynamic programs catalyzing business 

development and growth across the globe. He 

is adept at partnering with industry-leading 

companies and government entities to foster 

synergy and provide critical resources to drive 

economic development and entrepreneurial 

ventures. He is equipped with the vision to identify 

emerging opportunities in technology and other 

sectors and think outside the box to design 

comprehensive roadmaps to catalyze business 

development and capitalize on the lucrative 

opportunities. He is also an exceptional problem-

solver, able to bring together stakeholders to 

develop solutions to overcome business challenges 

of all complexities. Moreover, he excels at building, 

training, and optimizing the performance of 

business and subject matter expert teams.

TAYSEER M. ISMAIL

Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises Sector, 

Department of Economic Development,  

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates  

Tel: +971 501 385 101 

Manager, SMEs Business Intelligence Section 

Email: tmiismail@ded.abudhabi.ae

Tayseer Ismail is the manager of the Small and 

Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) Business 

Intelligence Section of the SMEs Development 

Department — SMEs Sector — Department of 

Economic Development — Abu Dhabi, United 

Arab Emirates. Prior to this role, he worked for the 

Khalifa Fund (KF) for Enterprise Development for 

2 years as the manager of the Business Intelligence 

Section and for 10 years as the manager of the 

Performance and Projects Management Office — 

Department of Strategic Affairs. Prior to joining KF, 

he worked for 4 years as the head of the Industrial 

Data Unit at the Gulf Industrial Organization (a Gulf 

Cooperation Council organization with diplomatic 

status headquartered in Doha), 6 years in the 

Planning Sector/Office of the Secretary-General at 

the United Arab Emirates University, and 9 years 

at the University of Jordan, including 1 year as 

a data analyst. He is fascinated about statistics, 

research, and studies, particularly those relevant to 

entrepreneurship and SMEs.

ABU DHABI GLOBAL MARKET 
ACADEMY

Level 9, Al Khatem Tower 

ADGM Square, Al Maryah Island,  

PO Box 111999, Abu Dhabi, UAE  

Tel: +971 2 333 8500 

Web: www.adgmacademy.com

The ADGM Academy was established with the vision 

of becoming one of the region’s top educational 

and Human Resources academies for banking, 

http://www.added.gov.ae
mailto:qabdulwahab@ded.abudhabi.ae
mailto:tmiismail@ded.abudhabi.ae
http://www.adgmacademy.com
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finance, public services and entrepreneurship. In 

line with the UAE leadership’s vision to continue 

to build a strong and resilient economic sector, we 

aim to provide our constituents and the community 

at large with world class HR solutions including 

consultancy and development services, and a broad 

suite of talent management programs to empower 

our most valuable asset: our People. 

DR. ALESSANDRO LANTERI

ESCP Business School - Turin campus 

Corso Unione Sovietica 218 bis, 10134 

Torino TO, Italy  

Tel: +39 011 670 5894  

Professor of Strategy and Innovation, ESCP  

Business School

Dr. Alessandro is Full Professor of Strategy and 

Innovation at ESCP Business School, he also 

teaches and directs executive education programs 

for the top business schools in the world. 

An expert educator, he helps executives and 

students understand emerging technologies like 

AI and blockchain and seize the opportunities 

of turbulent environments while developing 

sustainable value propositions. Alessandro works 

with multinationals, governments, international 

organizations, start-ups and family businesses 

across five continents. 

He holds a PhD from Erasmus University Rotterdam, 

a Master from Bocconi and also studied at Harvard, 

MIT, NYU, Oxford and Stanford. 

His research regularly appears on top international 

publishers, including Harvard Business Review 

and MIT Technology Review outlets, LSE Business 

Review, World Economic Forum Agenda and 

Forbes. His previous book “CLEVER. The Six 

Strategic Drivers for the Fourth Industrial 

Revolution” became a no.1 Amazon bestseller. His  

latest “Innovating with Impact” is published by The 

Economist.

Aldar

PO Box 51133 Abu Dhabi, UAE   

Tel: +971 2 672 53 27  

Web: www.aldar.com

MAAN AL AWLAQI 
Chief Portfolio Officer at Aldar Investment

Maan Al Awlaqi is Chief Portfolio Officer at Aldar 

Investment. In this role, Maan oversees Asset 

Management of the residential, commercial, 

industrial, and logistics recurring income portfolios 

at Aldar Investment Properties. He is responsible for 

ensuring that all strategies adopted across leasing, 

property management, facilities management, 

development, and acquisitions are value accretive 

for the portfolio, while ensuring best in class 

customer experience. Maan also oversees the 

venture capital arm of the business, leveraging 

his background as both a General Partner and a 

Limited Partner in a variety of funds.  

Educated in London, Maan graduated from the 

globally ranked SOAS, University of London. 

Upon graduation, and returning to the UAE, Maan 

took up a role at Dubai’s sovereign wealth fund, 

Dubai Capital Group, becoming its youngest Vice 

President at 25 years old, before rising to Senior 

Vice President. In this role Maan focused on a MENA 

mandate across a number of asset classes from 

private equity to public equity.

Following his time at Dubai Capital Group, Maan 

joined Dubai Bank, where he headed the wealth 

management and brokerage unit, and became a 

member of the Investment Committee and Asset 

Liability Committee. Maan later took up a position 

at Abu Dhabi’s Masdar Capital, in the capacity as 

Principal for the Company’s New York domiciled 

third party cleantech fund II. Success in this role 

resulted in Maan moving to asset manage Masdar’s 

http://www.aldar.com
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flagship investment – Sham I, which also led him to 

the role of CFO for Shams. 

Maan joined Aldar Properties in 2015.

SALMA KAYALI  
Vice President Innovation at Aldar  

Email: Innovation@Aldar.com 

Salma Kayali is Vice President of Innovation at 

Aldar, leading the company’s innovation division. In 

her role, Salma oversees an innovation framework 

that delivers against three areas of strategic 

importance: corporate innovation, incubation 

programmes for start-ups, and investment in new 

tech-enabled businesses. 

Salma established Aldar’s venture building 

capabilities and overlooks investment into a 

range of global Venture Capital funds. She is also 

responsible for four flagship start-up incubation and 

acceleration programmes with local, regional, and 

international reach. Salma is Vice Chair of Aldar’s 

Diversity & Inclusion Board.

Prior to joining Aldar, Salma was Programme 

Manager at Krypto Labs, Operation Manager at 

SEED Entrepreneurship Center, and Executive 

Director of Operations at Young Arab Leaders. She 

also held roles at Latham & Watkins and Carnegie 

Mellon University. 

Salma holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Business Administration from Carnegie Mellon 

University and a Master of Science degree in 

Business Analytics from New York University.

Individual Contributor

DR. MAHMOUD ALHAYEK
Corporate Development Advisor 

Email: mmsh991@live.com

Dr. Mahmoud Alhayek holds a bachelor’s degree 

in engineering, a master’s degree in quality 

management, and a PhD in business administration. 

He has 19 years of experience in the United Arab 

Emirates (UAE). Starting as a sales engineer, he 

handled prestigious clients from the medical field. 

In his 3 years with a consultancy company, he 

successfully completed benchmarking projects, 

customer service training, mystery shopping, 

process mapping, and surveys studies. Working for 

the Abu Dhabi government and the UAE federal 

government for 13 years enabled him to cascade the 

country competitiveness directions to the entities’ 

strategic projects. He proudly serves as an advisor 

to the leadership of these entities on multiple 

projects and business aspects. He contributed 

to the submission documents of five national 

excellence awards and many international and local 

awards, plus developing internal awards scheme. He 

managed the certification of several ISO standards 

like 9001, 22301, 45001, 14001, and others.

Al Maryah Community Bank

Tel: 600-571-111 

Web: www.mbank.ae

MOHAMMED WASSIM KHAYATA 

Chief Executive Officer 

Email: mohammed@mbankuae.com

Founder and CEO of Al Maryah Community Bank, 

the first independent digital bank in the MENA 

region.

Before starting his journey with Al Maryah 

Community Bank, Mr. Khayata spent 29 years in 

senior positions with leading banks and innovative 

financial institutions in the UAE, such as National 

Bank of Abu Dhabi, First Gulf Bank, Abu Dhabi 

Islamic Bank, and Finance House Group in addition 

to his international experience which enabled him 

to innovate distributive digital financial solutions 

based on state of the art technologies.

Mr. Khayata has very significant presence in the 

capital and equity markets. He has lead formation 

of multiple greenfield entities in financial sector and 

mailto:Innovation@Aldar.com
mailto:mmsh991@live.com
http://www.mbank.ae
mailto:mohammed@mbankuae.com
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She is a firm believer in embedding kindness, 

trust, and empowerment at every level of any 

organization, creating opportunities, options, and 

choices in the lives of not just team members, but 

also the communities they support.

Amazon Middle East and  
North Africa (MENA)

Ibn Battuta Gate Office Jebel Ali Village 6th Floor, 

Office #602 P.O. Box: 54107 Dubai, UAE  

Tel: +971 552 472 105  

Web: www.amazon.ae

RONALDO MOUCHAWAR 
Vice President of Amazon Middle East and North 

Africa (MENA) 

Email: mena-pr@amazon.ae

Ronaldo Mouchawar is a Syrian-American 

entrepreneur and retail pioneer in the Middle East 

and North Africa (MENA) region. He cofounded 

Souq.com Group and served as its CEO, growing 

the company into the largest e-commerce retailer 

in the Arab world. Amazon acquired Souq.com for 

USD $580 million in 2017. Mouchawar currently 

serves as the vice president of Amazon MENA, 

spearheading the business across the region and 

guided by four principles: customer obsession, 

passion for invention, commitment to operational 

excellence, and long-term thinking.

After its launch in 2005, Mouchawar continued 

to expand Souq.com by launching PayFort (now 

Amazon Payment Services), a leading online 

payment service provider in the region, and 

Q-Express, a logistics arm to increase delivery 

efficiencies. In 2014, Ronaldo launched the White 

Friday sale event, now the most popular annual 

shopping event in MENA.

Since the acquisition in 2017, Mouchawar has been 

focused on integrating the Souq and Amazon 

offerings to provide customers with a localized 

has managed multiple corporate transformations. 

He has been in equity and IPO market for over 25 

years, with special focus on IPO Advisory. Handled 

all external stakeholders and provided strategic, 

professional and operational guidance to Al Maryah 

Community bank team. With his MBank team, he 

delivered the first fully integrated digital customer 

experience for IPOs, crypto custodian services, and 

payment solutions in the UAE.

With strong footing in customer orientation, 

blended with focus on technology and blockchain, 

Mr. Khayata is now continuing his journey to make 

Al Maryah Community Bank a premier hub of 

innovation and prestige.

Mr. Khayata holds Master’s degree in Banking and 

Finance from the University of Hull (UK), and is an 

Alumnus of Harvard Business School in Leadership 

Management.

Individual Contributor

LENA AL SUHAILI

BIC

HR Director

Aurora Tower, 25th Floor, Dubai, UAE, 502437

Web: https://www.linkedin.com/in/lenaalsuhaili

Email: lena.alsuhaili@gmail.com

Lena Al Suhaili is an Iraqi writer, investor, HR 

Director and featured as 2022 Break the ceiling 

touch the sky® list of the Middle East’s Most 

Inspirational Women in Leadership. Lena has 

worked in the Lingerie, Tech, and Fast-Moving 

Consumer Goods industries. She is currently the HR 

Director at BIC for the Middle East, Africa, Asia, and 

Export Markets in Central and South America.

Lena is involved in mergers and acquisitions, strategy 

development, coaching, mentoring, diversity and 

inclusion, organizational development, facilitation, 

and in working with leadership to develop a high 

performance culture in growth markets.

Born in London, raised in Kuwait and Al Ain 

and educated at McGill, Harvard and Cornell 

Universities, Lena is a global, well-rounded citizen. 

http://www.amazon.ae
mailto:mena-pr@amazon.ae
http://Souq.com
http://Souq.com
http://Souq.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lenaalsuhaili
mailto:lena.alsuhaili@gmail.com
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service, a trusted online shopping experience, and 

an ever-growing array of products and services 

at low prices with fast delivery. Rebranding from 

Souq.com, Amazon.ae launched in the UAE in 2019, 

followed by Amazon.sa in Saudi Arabia in 2020, and 

Amazon.ae in Egypt in 2021.

Mouchawar has also served as a board director for 

InstaShop, a homegrown UAE grocery app, after 

investing in the business in 2017. InstaShop was 

later acquired in 2020 by Delivery Hero for over 

USD $350 million, marking as the third-largest tech 

exit in the region. Mouchawar also spearheaded a 

consulting company managing numerous web and 

e-commerce projects, including Maktoob.com, later 

acquired by Yahoo! in 2009.

Mouchawar sits on the Dubai Future Council on 

Artificial Intelligence and is appointed by His Highness 

Sheikh Hamdan as a member of the Dubai Future 

Academy board of trustees, and the International 

Advisory Counsel at the Executive Counsel. 

Arab Excellence 

Paris—Dubai—Riyadh—Rabat  

Tel: +971 5 07 6814 66 

Web: www.arabexcellence.org

HAMZA CHRAIBI 

President 

Email: hamza.chraibi@arabexcellence.org

Hamza Chraibi is the founder and president of Arab 

Excellence (www.arabexcellence.org), a global 

organization based on role models that helps young 

talents in Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 

build a strong vision and develop the right mindset 

and skills to reach sustainable income-generating 

opportunities. To do this, Arab Excellence has 

developed programs that take them through self-

discovery (building a strong purpose in life), all the 

way to employment or self-employment—matched 

with their personality and vision. 

Through Arab Excellence, Hamza has provided 

programs to empower the youth for key 

organizations such as INSEAD (Best MBA in the 

world 2016 by the FT), Stanford University, the UAE 

University, Sandooq Al Watan, NEOM, JP Morgan, 

Bank of America, and other institutions in the MENA 

countries to implement programs locally.

Hamza was also Selected as a “Change Maker” 

by the International Olympic Committee and 

is regularly invited to advise the Committee’s 

president, Thomas Bach, on issues related to youth 

empowerment and legacy.

On top of the conferences organized across 

the world, Hamza has also been invited to give 

inspirational speeches on different occasions such 

as the INSEAD Graduation Ceremony, the United 

Nations Forum in China, the Bosphorus Summit 

in Istanbul, The OECD Annual Committee in Paris, 

the Dean International Council of the University 

of Chicago Harris in Doha, HEC Paris, and the 

American University of Beirut, among others.

Prior to founding Arab Excellence, Hamza had 

an experience within the investment team of 

the French Sovereign fund (BPI) followed by an 

experience in Investment Banking (M&A) at JP 

Morgan London.

BOLT Consultancy

Area 2071, Jumeirah Emirates Towers, Dubai, United 

Arab Emirates 

Tel: +971 55 6459950 

Web: www.boltconsultancy.io

AYA SADDER
Founder and CEO 

Email: aya@whybolt.com 

A real believer in start-ups, Aya Sadder has 

helped bring companies to life across Europe, 

http://Souq.com
http://Amazon.ae
http://Amazon.sa
http://Amazon.ae
http://Maktoob.com
http://www.arabexcellence.org
mailto:hamza.chraibi@arabexcellence.org
http://www.arabexcellence.org
http://www.boltconsultancy.io
mailto:aya@whybolt.com
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the US, North Africa, and the GCC. Aya, founder 

of Bolt Consultancy, launched the company 

in late November 2020 to help build hubs of 

entrepreneurship across the Middle East and 

North Africa region. Prior to BOLT, Sadder was the 

incubator manager of Intelak Hub, sponsored by the 

Emirates Group, Microsoft, Accenture, and Dubai 

Tourism.

Sadder delivered a TEDx in Roma on the topic 

Society 5.0 on “In the Future, we will have 72 hours 

in a day”, which got published on the official TED 

website in April 2019. For Aya’s work at Intelak Hub, 

she was recognized with the Ecosystem Influencer 

award in 2017 from Entrepreneur Middle East as well 

as Intrapreneur of the Year from Arabian Business. 

Aya also worked for over 6 years under the umbrella 

of Techstars and Google as a globally certified 

facilitator for Startup Weekend.

CarSwitch 

2204 Reef Tower Cluster O,Jumeirah Lake Towers 

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Tel: +971 4 506 1300 

Web: www.carswitch.com

IMAD HAMMAD 

Founder 

Email: hello@carswitch.com

Imad  Hammad founded CarSwitch.com in 2016. 

He is a seasoned executive with over 15 years of 

management consulting and line role experience 

across more than 10 developed and emerging 

markets. He currently oversees operations, business 

development, and overall execution of CarSwitch.

com strategic agenda.

A dean’s list graduate of the University of Toronto, 

Imad holds an undergraduate degree in computer 

and electrical engineering. He was formerly an 

Associate Partner in McKinsey & Company where 

he led multiple teams against the broad commercial 

agenda of the largest technology, media and enter-

tainment, and telecommunications players in Middle 

East and North Africa region. He also held a line 

role as the Regional Director of Sales and Pricing at 

OSN where he led product and promotion decisions 

across more than eight markets and sales operations 

from footprint optimization to incentive design.

A pragmatic leader with a collaborative approach 

to problem-solving and rigorous analytics, Imad has 

worked with a host of senior leaders and led diverse 

teams across three continents to deliver tangible 

results.

CCM Consultancy

Mazaya Business Avenue-AA1, Office 2602,  

Dubai, United Arab Emirates 

Tel: +971 55 355 6484 

Web: www.ccmconsultancy.com

EDWARD MATTI 
Managing Partner 

Email: edward@ccmconsultancy.com

Edward Matti is an experienced leader having 

spent 25 years in sales enablement, leadership 

development, and culture transformation. An 

accomplished public speaker and TV commentator 

in Canada, he continues to delivers keynote 

speeches on global stages and learning workshops 

focused on sales excellence, employee engagement, 

and leadership essentials.

Prior to moving to the United Arab Emirates, 

Edward lived in Toronto and was a Regional 

Director for Canada’s largest wealth management 

firm. He spent 14 years working with his team of 90 

wealth managers, financial planners, and support 

staff, managing over $540 million in assets with 

http://www.carswitch.com
mailto:hello@carswitch.com
http://CarSwitch.com
http://CarSwitch.com
http://CarSwitch.com
http://www.ccmconsultancy.com
mailto:edward@ccmconsultancy.com
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an annual turnover of $65 million. He had received 

several awards for exceptional achievements as a 

Division and Regional Director.

In 2010, Edward moved to Dubai to open up his 

consulting company. What started as humble 

beginnings with a team of one has now grown to a 

well-respected boutique firm with a diverse team 

of over 30 consultants, associates, specialists, and 

coaches and offices in Dubai, Montreal, Toronto, 

and New York.

C3 – Companies Creating Change 

Creative Tower P.O. Box 4422  

Fujairah, United Arab Emirates

Web: www.wegrowwithc3.com

MEDEA NOCENTINI 
Founder 

Email: medea@wegrowwithc3.com

Medea Nocentini is the Founder of C3 – Companies 

Creating Change, a UAE-based social enterprise 

helping impact-driven entrepreneurs in the Middle 

East and Africa unlock their growth potential and 

maximize their positive impact on the community. 

She is also Senior Partner at Global Ventures, 

an international venture capital firm investing in 

start-ups with the potential to transform emerging 

markets, and scale globally.

Before joining Global Ventures, Medea served as 

Chief Strategy Officer at the AW Rostamani Group, 

an international and diversified family group, as well 

as Senior Vice President, Strategy and Corporate 

Development at OSN, a leading Pay TV platform in 

the MENA region. Earlier in her career, she spent 

several years at Booz Allen Hamilton developing 

strategies for TMT, consumer, and public sector’s 

clients across Europe, the United States, and the 

Middle East. She holds an MBA from Columbia 

Business School (New York, USA), an MSc in 

Mechanical Engineering from Politecnico di Torino 

(Italy) and an Engineering Diploma from Ecole 

Centrale Paris (France).

KEVIN HOLLIDAY

Managing Director at C3 – Companies Creating 

Change 

Email: kevin@wegrowwithc3.com 

Kevin Holliday is the Managing Director of C3 – 

Companies Creating Change.

He has over 20 years of strategy, finance, and 

investment experience across the globe, with broad 

exposure to different sectors and business models 

within complex and dynamic environments.

Kevin has previously held senior positions at AW 

Rostamani Group, OSN, Global Integrated Security, 

Networkers International Plc, and Euromoney 

Institutional Investor Plc.

He has substantial experience in high-growth, fast-

paced, innovative environments, with exceptional 

strengths in strategic development and execution, 

impact investing, and social entrepreneurship.

Kevin is a qualified chartered management 

accountant (London, UK) and holds an MBA from 

Warwick Business school (Warwick, UK).

LANA AZHARI

Research & Insights Manager at C3 – Companies 

Creating Change 

Email: lana@wegrowwithc3.com 

Lana Azhari is the Research & Insights Manager at 

C3 – Companies Creating Change.

She joined in 2020 C3 as a Communications & 

Community Manager and has worked directly 

with over 100+ impact-driven startup founders, 

supporting them on their journey as part of C3’s 

accelerator and investor readiness programmes. 

Lana currently focuses on sharing knowledge 

http://www.wegrowwithc3.com
mailto:medea@wegrowwithc3.com
mailto:kevin@wegrowwithc3.com
mailto:lana@wegrowwithc3.com
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through research, reports and articles across the 

impact entrepreneurship space.

Before joining C3, she worked and interned with 

several entities in Beirut, Lebanon, in non-profit 

organisational management, ESG, and Corporate 

Governance.

She graduated in 2019 from the American 

University of Beirut (AUB) with a Bachelor of 

Business Administration.

D-One for Strategic Advisory  

Tel: +971 55-8 835 256 

Web: www.d-one.ae

MOHAMAD BAKI
CEO and Founder 

Email: mbaki@d-one.ae

Mohamad  Baki has founded D-One to create the 

first online valuation and budgeting platform in 

the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, 

focused mainly to serve the start-ups and small 

and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) by saving 

them money and time while providing high-quality 

calculations supported by top market data sources.

Mohamad’s professional experience span over 

17 years, with over 10 years at Deloitte Financial 

Advisory and 5 years at a major multinational firm 

focusing on valuations, strategic consultancy, 

feasibility studies, project management, 

and transactions (M&A, IPO, and corporate 

restructuring). He led various complex and large 

projects working with Sovereign Wealth Funds, 

government entities, and corporates spanning 

across the MENA region.

Mohamad is currently assisting in leading several 

SMEs economic and strategic initiatives part 

of SMEs team at the Department of Economic 

Development . He was one of the team members 

who created the Special-Purpose Acquisition 

Company law in the United Arab Emirates. Some of 

his achievements include the following: Executive 

MBA from London Business School, finance and 

management degree from the American University 

of Sharjah, Chartered Financial Analyst level III 

candidate, Certified Islamic Finance Executive, and 

Certified Wall Street Financial Modelling.

Dunes Ventures

Web: www.dunesventures.com

VICTOR KIRIAKOS 
Founder and CEO 

Email: Victor@dunesventures.com 

Victor Kiriakos is the Founder and CEO of Dunes 

Ventures, a hybrid venture studio located in 

the UAE. Dunes Ventures supports founders, 

corporates, and governments in developing 

pioneering companies that create exponential 

impact.

Prior to his entrepreneurial venture, Victor served 

as GM-UAE at Careem, where he contributed 

significantly to scaling the company’s SuperApp 

proposition, pivoting its food business, and 

launching its subscription program.

Victor has over eight years of experience in 

investing, building, and scaling digital start-ups, and 

he has a proven track record as a venture capitalist. 

He has worked with Precinct Partners, Flat6Labs, 

and Intigral, where he acquired valuable insights 

into the world of entrepreneurship.

Victor has a BA in Economics from AUB, an MBA 

from INSEAD, and is a Thnk.org participant. His 

expertise and vision for creating impactful ventures 

are inspiring, and he is a notable figure in the world 

of entrepreneurship.

http://www.d-one.ae
mailto:mbaki@d-one.ae
http://www.dunesventures.com
mailto:Victor@dunesventures.com
http://Thnk.org
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Endeavor UAE 

Dubai, UAE 

Web: www.endeavor.org

NOOR SHAWWA 
Managing Director 

Email: noor.shawwa@endeavor.org 

Noor Shawwa is the Managing Director at Endeavor 

in the UAE, which he launched in December 2013 to 

support high-impact entrepreneurs in scaling-up 

their businesses. 

Before joining Endeavor, Noor was the Head of 

Strategic Initiatives at Bayt.com, the Middle East’s 

largest job portal. At Bayt, Noor worked with 

the senior management team across functions 

to optimize the company’s processes and 

performance. 

Before Bayt, Noor was the Head of Content at 

Zawya.com, the Middle East’s first business and 

financial information provider, which was acquired 

by Thomson Reuters in 2012. Noor played an 

integral role in Zawya’s growth by establishing 

its flagship content product to rival and beat 

international giants such as Bloomberg, Thomson 

Reuters, and others. 

Before Zawya, Noor was a full time lecturer at 

Concordia University in Montreal, Canada. He 

lectured on Entrepreneurship and Business Strategy. 

Noor has an MBA degree and a Bachelors degree in 

Psychology from Concordia University.

Engineering Design Studio, New 
York University Abu Dhabi
P.O. Box 129188, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Phone: +971 2 628 5131 

Web: www.nyuad.io

MATTHEW KARAU

Director of the Engineering Design Studio 

Email: mkarau@nyu.edu

Matthew Karau is the founding director of the 

Engineering Design Studio at New York University 

Abu Dhabi (NYUAD) and a senior lecturer of 

Engineering Design. Since the university’s 

inception in 2010, he has championed design and 

innovation through coursework, mentorship, and 

external engagement. He has also served on the 

Advisory and Selection Committee for Dubai’s in5 

Technology incubator since 2016.

Under Matthew’s guidance, teams have worked 

with government and industry partners, received 

national and international grants and awards, 

patented inventions, initiated open-source projects, 

sent experiments to the ISS, and started ventures 

in the United Arab Emirates, Australia, Sweden, and 

the United States.

Matthew holds an electrical engineering and 

computer science degree from the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology (MIT) and spent his early 

career at the MIT Media Lab. He was a founding 

member of two interdisciplinary technology 

research organizations—MIT Media Lab Europe in 

Dublin and Distance Lab in Scotland. Prior to joining 

NYUAD, he ran an engineering consultancy and 

lectured at the University of the Arts in Berlin.

http://www.endeavor.org
mailto:noor.shawwa@endeavor.org
http://Bayt.com
http://Zawya.com
http://www.nyuad.io
mailto:mkarau@nyu.edu
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FortyGuard

Al Khatem Tower, 14th Floor, Wework Hub71, Abu 

Dhabi Global Market Square, Al Maryah Island, Abu 

Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. P.O. Box: 3317 

Tel: +971 26 662 799 

Web: www.fortyguard.com

MOHAMED ELMAK
Founding Member 

Email: mohamed.elmak@fortyguard.com

Mohamed is an engineering professional with 

a bachelor’s in Mechanical Engineering and a 

master’s in Business Administration from Virginia 

Commonwealth University (VCU). Mohamed has a 

passion for improving the world we live in through 

innovation and collaboration. He has over 12 years 

of experience in the energy sector building and 

improving energy generation sources for the 

North American electric grid, and supporting the 

transition to clean and sustainable energy.

JAY SADIQ

Founder & CEO 

Email: jay.sadiq@fortyguard.com

With 17 years in the business world and having 

traveled to over 50 countries, Jay’s vision is globally 

entrepreneurial. At the young age of 22, he started 

his first venture in Digital Marketing and then 

embarked on a journey with three more companies, 

achieving two successful exits. Today, he is the 

founder and CEO of FortyGuard, a tech startup 

leveraging AI to transform the science of urban 

temperature, tackling global climate challenges. 

Positioned as one of the fastest-growing Climate-

Tech startups in the region, FortyGuard has been 

a beacon of innovation, as acknowledged by many 

features and accolades.

Flat6Labs Limited 

Etihad Airways Center, 7th Floor, 

Al Muneera, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Tel: +971 288 20061 

Web: www.flat6labs.com

RYAAN SHARIF

General Manager 

Email: ryaan@flat6labs.com

Ryaan Sharif is Bachelor of Economics graduate, 

majoring in finance, from the University of 

Manchester.

Upon graduating, Ryaan went on to work for 

EY, working on numerous engagements with 

multinational firms, to the investment promotion 

agency of the Kingdom of Bahrain where he 

personally account managed and attracted US$300 

million in foreign direct investment. In the past 6 

years, he has gone on to work in the venture capital 

field for the likes of, firstly, Flat6Labs Bahrain, 

where he was responsible for establishing the 

offices and investing in 35 portfolio companies and 

then moved to Batelco, Bahrain’s leading telecom 

provider, where he headed the B2C Investments in 

the Digital Development Department, responsible 

for deploying US$500 million, as a strategic 

investor, into high-growth digital companies.

Ryaan is currently the General Manager of 

Flat6Labs Abu Dhabi who have launched a US$32 

million fund in partnership with ADQ, the sovereign 

wealth fund of Abu Dhabi, which are focused on 

investing in initially 60 start-ups (already deployed 

capital into 28 companies) over the next 3 years.

http://www.fortyguard.com
mailto:mohamed.elmak@fortyguard.com
mailto:jay.sadiq@fortyguard.com
http://www.flat6labs.com
mailto:ryaan@flat6labs.com
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In 2014, Jay earned an MBA from the University of 

Wollongong. His leadership skills grew rapidly at 

TS Holdings, where he managed a diverse range of 

international investments as the General Director 

with a large portfolio of capital and partners. This 

expertise didn’t go unnoticed – in 2015, he was 

honored as the Youngest Executive Director in 

the Middle East by Entrepreneur Magazine, and he 

was recently featured by Forbes for his vision and 

achievements with FortyGuard.

Jay is a professional martial arts player and an 

international public speaker. He started at the 

age of 17 as a sales representative for a classified 

newspaper in Abu Dhabi and then grew his talent 

and network over the years, engaging with global 

leaders, government officials, and royal members, 

showcasing his relentless drive and commitment.

Global Ventures 

Tel: +971 4 580 7254 

Web: www.global.vc

NOOR SWEID 

Managing Partner 

Email: noor@global.vc

Noor Sweid is the Founder and Managing Partner 

of Global Ventures, an international, United Arab 

Emirates–based, Series-A focused, emerging market 

venture capital firm. With US$200 million assets 

under management, and financial returns rating it 

as a top decile fund, Global Ventures has become a 

leading investor across the Middle East and North 

Africa (MENA). Prior to Global Ventures, Noor 

was the first woman to scale and IPO a company 

in MENA, listing Depa on NASDAQ Dubai and the 

London Stock Exchange for US$1.1 billion in 2008. 

Her previous roles include Chief Investment Officer 

at The Dubai Future Foundation and a Founding 

Partner at Leap Ventures. She also founded the 

largest chain of yoga studios in the Middle East, 

ZenYoga, which was acquired by Cedarbridge in 

2014. Noor is the Founding Chairwoman of the 

Middle East Venture Capital Association and serves 

on several corporate and nonprofit boards. She 

holds bachelors’ degrees in Finance and Economics 

from Boston College and an MBA from MIT Sloan 

School of Management.

innovaMENA
Bateen Towers, C2, 9th Floor 

Tel: +971 506 766 432 

Web: www.innovamena.com

ANAS ZEINEDDINE 

Founder, CEO 

Email: info@innovamena.com

Anas Zeineddine has been leading innovation 

initiatives for several years by establishing 

innovation hubs, investing in start-ups, and  

providing early-stage incubation and acceleration 

programs. He has extensive experience in advising 

governmental entities in establishing sustainable 

innovation ecosystems and developing strategies 

for supporting small and medium enterprises to 

stimulate economic development.

Anas has worked closely with national space 

organizations in establishing innovation frameworks 

and strategies for accelerating entrepreneurship 

in the space industry. He led several initiatives 

in the incubation of space technology start-ups 

through custom space innovation programs and 

has done extensive work in the drones tech industry 

by launching strategic research and development 

investment projects. Previously, he worked with 

leading energy firms in engineering and project 

management. He also cofounded companies in the 

media and Internet of Things industries.

http://www.global.vc
mailto:noor@global.vc
http://www.innovamena.com
mailto:info@innovamena.com
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Anas is also the founder of innovaMENA, an 

innovation enabler that supports entrepreneurs, 

start-ups, and industry stakeholders and provides 

innovation advisory to various organizations.

INSEAD 

Boulevard de Constance, 77305 Fontainebleau, 

France 

Tel: +33 1 60 72 40 00 

Web: www.insead.edu

VIKAS A. AGGARWAL 
Associate Professor of Entrepreneurship and Family 

Enterprise 

Academic Director of the INSEAD Global Private 

Equity Initiative 

Email: vikas.aggarwal@insead.edu

Vikas Aggarwal is an Associate Professor of 

Entrepreneurship and Family Enterprise at INSEAD. 

He is the Academic Director of the INSEAD Global 

Private Equity Initiative and teaches MBA, PhD, and 

Executive Education courses on venture capital, 

private equity, and scaling up entrepreneurial 

ventures. His research examines strategy and 

innovation issues in venture capital-backed start-

ups, as well as the adaptation and transformation 

of established firms in response to widespread 

industry change. Prior to joining INSEAD, he 

worked as an entrepreneur in Silicon Valley and 

held positions in strategy consulting and investment 

banking. He holds a PhD from the Wharton School 

at the University of Pennsylvania, an MBA from the 

MIT Sloan School of Management, and an AB in 

Economics from Princeton University.

Individual Contributor

RAMAN JAGGI

Investment & Startup Adviser – AK Venture 

Investment, Dubai 

Founder – RKJ Economic Consultancy, Abu Dhabi 

Email: ramanj63@gmail.com

Raman Jaggi has, to his credit, a rich experience 

of 37 years in the field of entrepreneurship and 

small and medium-sized enterprises development. 

He obtained his post-bachelor diploma in 

management in 1985. He is also a certified 

trainer for entrepreneurship development under 

accreditation awarded by the Entrepreneurship 

Development Institute of India. Raman started his 

career as an officer within an industrial consultancy 

organization in India in 1986. He has worked at 

various responsibilities with Apex entrepreneurship 

institute in India and subsequently in Bahrain 

on international assignments. He worked with 

the United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization, Bahrain, as Business Development 

Expert during 2000–2001. From December 2001 

until 2011, he worked with Bahrain Development 

Bank, Bahrain, as Vice President, Business Advisory. 

From January 2012, Raman has been working with 

Khalifa Fund, Abu Dhabi, as Consultant, Enterprise 

Development Department, contributing to various 

functions of the department. He also served as 

the Acting Head of Capacity Building Department 

in Khalifa Fund from 2018 to 2019 and thereafter 

he has been heading the training section at 

Entrepreneurs Capability Building Department. 

He is retired from active employment at Khalifa 

Fund effective end of May 2023 and launched his 

consulting business registered with ADDED Abu 

Dhabi. Currently, he is also associated as an Adviser 

with AK Venture Investment that is a venture capital 

fund licensed by ADDED Dubai.

He has, to his credit, several articles, papers, 

and books written. He has also been awarded 

the National Best Science and Technology 

Trainer-Motivator Award for the year 1992 by the 

Government of India.

http://www.insead.edu
mailto:vikas.aggarwal@insead.edu
mailto:ramanj63@gmail.com
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Kernel Consulting Group
Business Center 1, M Floor  

Nad Al Sheba, Dubai, U.A.E.  

Tel: +971 (0) 507 802 804 

Web: www.kernelconsultinggroup.com

ISSAAD EL KADIRI BOUTCHICH  

Managing Director—Kernel Consulting Group 

Email: elkadiri.issaad@kernel-cg.com

Issaad El Kadiri Boutchich is a strategy and 

management consultant with more than 14 years 

of experience in education and has helped many 

small- and medium-sized enterprises develop 

their businesses, create value, and enhance their 

entrepreneurship skills.

He has taken part in developing, delivering, and 

monitoring programs with Arab Excellence in the 

MENA region since 2015 and has been invited 

as a guest speaker to help empower the future 

entrepreneurs of the region.

Khalifa Fund for Enterprise  
Development  

SULTAN NABEEL FLEFIL  
Head of Internal Audit   

Email: Sultan.flefil@khalifafund.ae 

Sultan Flefil is an audit manager at Khalifa fund 

for enterprise development; he has Over 18 years 

of experience specialized in Highly experienced 

profession, holding excellent Leadership and 

management skills in the field of internal audit & risk 

management. Gained vast experiences within various 

multinational and government agencies in the UAE 

with proven roles for Internal Audit, Internal Control, 

Risk Assessment, Risk Management, Governance, 

Compliance, strategic planner. 

In addition to these experiences, Sultan has 

more than ten years of experience in the field 

of entrepreneurship and small and medium 

enterprises. He has worked to assess the risks of 

these companies and develop appropriate action 

plans for recovery. He also has experience in 

financing small and medium enterprises in Africa, 

Chechnya, Belarus In addition to Egypt and Jordan, 

where Khalifa Fund currently operates a financing 

arm for small and medium enterprises in these 

countries.

Individual Contributor

BINA KHAN
Summit Venture Partners LLC

Strategic Advisor and Angel Investor

P.O. Box 503, Armonk, New York, 10504, United 

States

Tel: +1 914 500 8406 

Email: bina@summitandco.com

Bina Khan is a serial entrepreneur and start-up 

angel investor with experience in Silicon Valley, New 

York City, Europe, and the Middle East. She serves 

as an advisor to start-ups and accelerators focused 

on innovation, entrepreneurship, and high-growth 

companies.

Bina is the cofounder of SUMMIT, a boutique 

accounting and tax advisory firm. She is a widely 

respected tax expert in matters related to 

venture capital and corporate transactions in the 

transatlantic space, including venture financing, 

acquihire, and mergers and acquisition. She has 

deep expertise in start-ups and the venture capital 

sector, with an emphasis on working with cross-

border founders and entrepreneurs establishing 

their ventures in the United States and the United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) and investors investing in non-

US–based companies.

Bina most recently served as the chief operating 

officer of Pure Harvest Smart Farms, providing 

day-to-day leadership to execute specific strategic 

initiatives for the UAE’s first-ever high-tech, 

controlled-environment agriculture venture.

http://www.kernelconsultinggroup.com
mailto:elkadiri.issaad@kernel-cg.com
mailto:Sultan.flefil@khalifafund.ae
mailto:bina@summitandco.com
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Bina holds a dual Masters of Business Administration 

with a concentration in accounting and taxation from 

Pace University’s Lubin School of Business and a 

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from 

Fordham University in New York City.

Individual Contributor

MIRIAM KIWAN

Vice President of MENA at Circle 

Email: Miriam@interope.co

Miriam Kiwan is Vice President of MENA at Circle, 

a global financial technology company. Prior to 

this, Miriam led digital assets and tech ecosystem 

development at Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM). 

She held various strategic roles within the 

technology, financial services and nonprofit in the 

UAE and Europe. She holds a Global EMBA from 

TRIUM, a joint program between London School of 

Economics, New York University and HEC Paris.

LocoFood Organic Farms

Al Hayer, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates  

Tel: +971 50 2278848 

Web: www.locofooduae.com

JASON MOORE 
The Water Guy 

Email: jm@jasonthewaterguy.com 

Jason “the water guy” has over 20 years of 

leadership experience in the corporate and 

government sectors having managed over 450 

staff and $300 million in PNL. He has also gained 

vast experience in the United Arab Emirates as an 

innovation leader for successful real estate, media, 

food and beverage, and investment companies, with 

a large emphasis on water and organic farming. He 

has a BS, with honors, in economics from the US 

Naval Academy and attended the UCLA Anderson 

Graduate School of Management.

Giving to the community is very important to Jason. 

Chair: AmCham micro-SME committee 

Vice-chair: AmCham USPAC 

Volunteer: Allied Airlift 21 Afghanistan 

Mentor: NYUAD Mentorship Network 

Organizer: LocoFood desert cleanups 

Middle East Region Blue and Gold Officer: United 

States Naval Academy, Annapolis

Websites: 

lanjaronarabia.com 

locofooduae.com 

mediamondays.com 

independentdefense.com 

localfooduae.com 

cookingcluub.com 

walkingcluub.com 

uiucapital.com 

thewaterdude.com 

jasonthewaterguy.com

The BOB (building our bodies) workout finisher, 

developed by VADM Bob Harward SEAL (ret)

HR Revolution Middle East,  
Influencers Today & NGOs Today

Alexandria, Egypt 

Tel: +20 100 92 818 08 

Web: www.hrrevolution.me 

          www.ngostoday.com 

          www.influencerstoday.news 

          www.mahmoudmansi.com

DR. MAHMOUD MANSI

Social Entrepreneur, Chairperson, Consultant, 

Lecturer

Email: mahmoudmansi.hr@gmail.com 

Dr. Mahmoud Mansi is a social entrepreneur, 

award-winning author of nine books, eight times 

mailto:Miriam@interope.co
http://www.locofooduae.com
mailto:jm@jasonthewaterguy.com
http://lanjaronarabia.com
http://locofooduae.com
http://mediamondays.com
http://independentdefense.com
http://localfooduae.com
http://cookingcluub.com
http://walkingcluub.com
http://uiucapital.com
http://thewaterdude.com
http://jasonthewaterguy.com
http://www.hrrevolution.me
http://www.ngostoday.com
http://www.influencerstoday.news
http://www.mahmoudmansi.com
mailto:mahmoudmansi.hr@gmail.com


CONTRIBUTOR PROFILES

427

global TEDx speaker, Master of Business Admin-

istration lecturer, publisher, and a subject matter 

expert in human capital, sustainable development 

goals, corporate social responsibility, education, 

health and safety executive (HSE), arts, culture, 

management consulting, and auditing in various 

different industries. In 2022 Mahmoud was short-

listed as one of the best CHRO’s of the Year in the 

Future Workplace Awards in Dubai. Parallel to his 

entrepreneurial and developmental work, Mahmoud 

has been working in the Arab Academy for Science, 

Technology and Maritime Transport (AASTMT).

Due to Mahmoud’s expertise, he is continually invit-

ed as a judge at global business and sustainability 

awards including Stevie Awards, GULF Sustainabili-

ty Awards, International Brilliance Awards, Enactus, 

and Medtop.

As a learner—in addition to his doing business as—

Mahmoud has acquired 19 global certifications in 

human resources, quality and agility, and HSE.

As a knowledge management enthusiast, Mahmoud 

has traveled and spoken in conferences in Nigeria, 

Egypt, United Arab Emirates (UAE), India, King-

dom of Saudi Arabia, Italy, Spain, Sudan, and the 

United Kingdom (UK) including Society for Human 

Resource Management TECH & ATD ME  and was 

featured in the media more than 100 times for his 

work, ideas, and activities in human resources and 

community development.

As a community development enthusiast, Mahmoud 

is an official member and a volunteer of Rotary Club 

of Alexandria Cosmopolitan, the Afro–Asian Union, 

Tawazoun UAE, Euro–Med Women’s Foundation, 

the Arab Women in Maritime Association, OSHAs-

sociation UK, and the Egypt–US Exchange Alumni 

Council.

He is a writer at Harvard Business Review Arabia, 

and holder of CIPD Level 7.

Middle East Venture Capital  
Association (MEVCA)

Web: www.mevca.me

YASMIN ALMOSTEHY

Executive Director 

Email: yasmin@mevca.me

Yasmin Almostehy is the Executive Director of the 

Middle East Venture Capital Association (MEVCA) 

and is responsible for overseeing the association’s 

various initiatives to further elevate the venture 

capital (VC) ecosystem across the Middle East  

and North Africa region. She came to MEVCA with 

20 years of corporate management experience 

across four continents, with a focus on sustainability 

and social impact in organizations including DHL 

Express, Zain/Celtel, and the Boston Consulting 

Group. When she is not designing and rolling out 

initiatives for the VC community, she also volunteers 

on various fundraising and social impact initiatives 

in her personal time. She earned her master’s 

degree in project management from George 

Washington University and her bachelor’s degree in 

international relations from the American University 

in Cairo.

http://www.mevca.me
mailto:yasmin@mevca.me
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MindTales

16th Floor, Al Khatem Tower, ADGM, Al Maryah 

Island, P.O. Box 46617,Abu Dhabi, United Arab 

Emirates  

Web: www.mindtales.me

JENNA KLEINWORT

Communications and Social Media Specialist  

Email: social@mindtales.me

Jenna Kleinwort is in charge of public relations 

and communications at MindTales. She received 

her BSc in International Business and Politics 

from Copenhagen Business School and holds 

a MSc in Economics of the Middle East from 

Philipps-University Marburg. Fluent in Arabic, she 

investigated the opportunities and challenges of 

female entrepreneurs in the United Arab Emirates 

during her master’s thesis. Knowing the region and 

its intricacies well, she has a strong personal and 

professional interest in joining MindTales on their 

mission of making mental health more accessible 

and facilitating the discourse on mental health 

stigma. As a 2022/2023 fellow of the Rosalynn 

Carter Center’s program for mental health 

journalism, she discovers the region’s mental health 

challenges. 

Individual Contributor

DR. AHMAD ODEH
DEMAND A CFO CONSULTING L.L.C

Chief Financial Officer

Etihad Towers, Level 36, Abu Dhabi,  

United Arab Emirates 

Phone: +971 501 801 212 

Web: demandacfo.com

Email: aodeh@demandacfo.com

Dr. Ahmad Odeh has held roles where he advised on 

key financial matters and lead major organizational 

change initiatives 

He has also held Board Memberships for several 

organizations including joint ventures and was as an 

Audit Committee Member for a Privately Joint Stock 

Company. He carries the experience of successfully 

managing multibillion-dirham budgets targeting 

profits and sales achievements, delivering complex 

accounting services, strategic financial planning & 

analysis and integration of merger & acquisitions. 

He has served as a strategic finance leader in 

various government authorities, publicly listed 

companies, multi-national corporations, as well 

as local entities including The Department of 

Municipalities and Transport (DMT), Emirates 

Defence Industries Company (EDIC), Advanced 

Military Maintenance Repair and Overhaul Center 

(AMMROC), Abu Dhabi National Hotels (ADNH), 

Abu Dhabi Ship Building (ADSB), and Price 

Waterhouse Coopers. 

Dr. Odeh holds a Doctorate in Audit Quality from 

UAE University. He is a Certified Public Accountant 

from the Missouri State Board of Accountancy, 

and a Certified Risk Management Assurance 

Professional.

Plug and Play Abu Dhabi

9F, Al Khatem Tower, ADGM Square,  

Al Maryah Island, Abu Dhabi 

Tel: +97124402143 

Web: www.plugandplaytechcenter.com

DR. LOUIZA CHITOUR

Health Director-GCC

Email: Louiza@pnptc.com

Dr. Louiza Chitour’s current role at Plug and Play is 

to understand the specific innovation needs of key 

stakeholders in the ecosystem (government and 

private sector) and support them throughout their 

digital transformation journey.

http://www.mindtales.me
mailto:social@mindtales.me
http://demandacfo.com
mailto:aodeh@demandacfo.com
http://www.plugandplaytechcenter.com
mailto:Louiza@pnptc.com
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As an aspiring entrepreneur herself, Louiza sup-

ports the emerging digital health ventures from the 

region through Plug and Play venture capital (VC) 

arm and invests in promising technology solutions 

at pre-seed and seed stages. She is also an active 

angel investor with more than seven tech start-ups 

in her portfolio.

Finally, as a FoundHER (https://www.plugand-

playtechcenter.com/foundher/) ambassador for 

the region and founder of a female empowerment 

non-profit organization (Wovid Diaries; https://

www.woviddiaries.com/) and an active steering 

committee member of the 2022 Female Angels 

movement, Louiza strives to provide the necessary 

support and guidance to female founders from the 

region and works with key stakeholders in the field 

to raise awareness on the gaps that exist in female 

start-up funding and how to address them.

Areas of interest: innovation, tech, digital health, 

pharma, biotech, fintech, foodtech, environmental, 

social, and governance; research and development; 

VC and angel investment; mentorship; education; 

gender equality; female empowerment; and emerg-

ing markets.

Pure Harvest Smart Farms

71-75 Shelton Street, Covent Garden,  

London, WC2H 9JQ, United Kingdom  

Tel: +44 7944 580 690 

Web: https://pureharvest.ae

ANIL MEHTA

General Counsel

Email: anil@pureharvestfarms.com 

Anil Mehta works independently as an executive or 

non-executive director, advisory board member, 

or general counsel in disruptive ventures that posi-

tively impact society and sustainability, in which he 

invests as an angel. He serves as general counsel to 

Pure Harvest Smart Farms.

Anil is involved in a wide range of sectors, including 

agritech, biotech, cleantech, data intelligence, digital 

currency, ecommerce, fintech, food production, 

infrastructure, media, mobility, and sport. He was 

an advisory board member and audit committee 

member at Careem from its inception in 2012 

through the sale of the business to Uber in 2020.

Anil is a qualified lawyer (in England and Hong 

Kong) and has experience across Europe, Middle 

East and North Africa, and Asia in project finance, 

real estate, venture capital, private equity, technol-

ogy, and sports, including over 10 years working 

with Allen & Overy in London and the Middle East. 

He is also proud to have played a role as deputy 

head of legal at the London 2012 Olympic Delivery 

Authority, where he was responsible for the legal 

work underpinning many of the assets and venues 

for London 2012, including the Olympic Stadium.

Qokoon 

Tel: +44 (0)7833 478 872 

Web: www.qokoon.ai

ALFONSO FERNANDEZ STUYCK

Founder & CEO 

Email: alfonso@qokoon.ai

Alfonso Fernandez Stuyck is the founder and 

CEO of financial analysis and reporting software 

company, Qokoon. With over 20 years experience 

in international leveraged finance, private equity, 

CLOs, financial management consulting and 

corporate turnaround.

Alfonso skills include financial management, 

corporate finance, investment appraisal, company 

valuation, monitoring of companies, financial 

analysis and financial reporting.  

https://www.plugandplaytechcenter.com/foundher/
https://www.plugandplaytechcenter.com/foundher/
https://www.woviddiaries.com/
https://www.woviddiaries.com/
https://pureharvest.ae
mailto:anil@pureharvestfarms.com
http://www.qokoon.ai
mailto:alfonso@qokoon.ai
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Alfonso has considerable experience in the GCC and 

has significant experience tutoring MBA students in 

all the subjects mentioned above.

Alfonso has a degree in business administration 

from the University of Valencia (Spain), an MSc 

in Banking and International Finance from Bayes 

Business School and an MBA from London 

Business School, with specialization in finance and 

entrepreneurship.

Individual Contributor

EYAD SEBAI

Ex Africa Head of Finance at Apple Inc.

Email: Eyad.sebai@gmail.com

Tel: +971559990690

Born and raised in Abu Dhabi, father of two and 

proud to call UAE his home, I am a Seasoned 

Strategic Finance Executive working across a 

multitude of industries including Audit services, 

FMCG and Tech with names such as Apple and Mars 

providing me with the wealth of experience I built 

over the years.

Building on my breadth within the corporate finance 

world, I moved from accounting and governance 

roles toward FP&A and commercial finance within 

the organizations I worked in. Driven by purpose, I 

am an avid believer of people development being 

the number one asset for any organization giving 

me a keen interest in coaching people for success.

I believe in collaboration and continuously 

challenging the status quo with the curiosity in 

understanding the why in everything we do which 

drives my sense of purpose at work.

Shorooq Partners
Web: www.shorooq.com

SHANE SHIN

Founding Partner

Email: hello@shorooq.com

Founded in 2017, Shorooq Partners is the leading 

seed-stage venture capital firm investing in the 

most innovative start-ups across the Middle East, 

North Africa, and Pakistan (MENAP region). The 

firm built deep sectoral expertise in Fintech, 

Platforms, Software and Web3.0. Shorooq Partners 

has backed market leading disruptors, some of 

which include Pure Harvest Smart Farms, Sarwa, 

Lean Technologies, TruKKer, Retailo, Airlift, Mozn 

and Penny. Since its inception, Shorooq Partners 

was built on the principle of being founders’ 

partners, company builders and value investors.

SSA Group International Pte. Ltd

Level 17, Office Tower The World Trade Center, Al 

Markaziya, Abu Dhabi P.O Box 3876 

Tel: +971 50 429 3546 

Web: www.ssagroup.com

M AMIR ABDULLAH

Assistant VP—Technology Solutions & Consulting

Email: amir@ssagroup.com

Amir Abdullah has been a trainer, entrepreneur, 

and business advisor for more than 15 years in 

areas such as digitalization, business strategies, 

and business analytics. He has worked with several 

businesses of varying sizes, from microbusiness 

mailto:Eyad.sebai@gmail.com
http://www.shorooq.com
mailto:hello@shorooq.com
http://www.ssagroup.com
mailto:amir@ssagroup.com
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owners to government institutions and overseas 

government agencies. 

Over the past five years, he has spearheaded sever-

al smart analytics projects aimed at diagnosing and 

enhancing business performance and supporting 

digitalization initiatives across government agen-

cies and SMEs. In addition to his consulting role, 

Amir also leads the development of the business’s 

digital solutions toward a platform business.

SSA Group International is a branch of the SSA 

Group of Companies based in Singapore, offering 

government-supported training programs and 

consulting solutions to local Singapore businesses 

and executives.

DR ZAINAL ABIDIN AHMAD

Senior VP—Consulting

Email: z.ahmad@ssagroup.com

Dr. Zainal Abidin Ahmad, a Certified Management 

Consultant and Registered Management Con-

sultant, has more than 40 years of experience in 

the armed forces, banking and finance, entrepre-

neurship development, higher education, human 

capital development, leadership and organizational 

development, productivity and quality manage-

ment, and strategic level planning and intervention. 

He had held middle to senior positions in private 

sector organizations and in the Singapore and Abu 

Dhabi/UAE governments and GLCs. He had played 

an instrumental role during the early years of the 

Singapore government’s national productivity 

movement developing individual and organizational 

capacities to drive productivity initiatives. He had 

also managed and executed international manage-

ment consulting and corporate training projects, 

in competency assessment and development, 

education, entrepreneurship, government agency 

development, leadership and organizational devel-

opment, human capital development, productivity, 

and strategic restructuring in the ASEAN and Gulf/

Middle East regions.

As a former Advisor or Consultant appointed by the 

Abu Dhabi government, he advised the implemen-

tation and development of the Khalifa Fund for 

Enterprise Development, a SME agency/authority in 

the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, before being appointed 

as its first CEO.

startAD 

startAD, NYU Abu Dhabi, Saadiyat Island, P.O Box 

129188, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

Tel: +971 2 628 4000 

Web: www.startAD.ae

startAD is an Abu Dhabi-based accelerator, steering 

local and global startups to scale in the UAE and 

beyond. Powered by Tamkeen and anchored 

at NYU Abu Dhabi, startAD is a new model for 

innovation that creates customized and impact-

driven programs in partnership with stakeholders 

including governments, corporations, investors, and 

innovation entities, furthering UAE’s transition into a 

knowledge-based economy. startAD’s unique sprint 

accelerator model enables corporations to further 

innovation by partnering with startups disrupting 

their core businesses, while equipping startups with 

the training and opportunity to pilot their solutions 

with industry leaders.

startAD offers unparalleled business advancement 

opportunities to local and global tech startups, 

SMEs, researchers, investors, and youth through 

an extensive range of programs, state-of-the-art 

facilities, and a strong global network. Driving 

innovation in construction, retail, finance, and 

other priority industries in the UAE, startAD alumni 

startups have raised USD 240 million in investment, 

generated USD 180 million in revenue, secured over 

80 global pilot projects with corporations, and 

created over 360 jobs worldwide.

mailto:z.ahmad@ssagroup.com
http://www.startAD.ae
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NIHAL SHAIK

Assistant Director of Marketing and 

Communications, startAD

Nihal Shaikh is an award-winning communications 

leader and business strategist scaling exceptional 

brands and building thriving communities. She 

currently heads global communications at NYU 

Abu Dhabi’s startup accelerator, startAD, where 

she has been instrumental in developing the brand 

since inception; powering a global community of 

380+ startups, 650 investors, 20+ corporations, and 

12000 collaborators furthering UAE’s transition into 

a knowledge-based economy. 

Nihal comes with 12 years of business experience, 

a knack for making meaningful connections with 

audiences, and an insatiable appetite for helping 

others maximize their potential. She holds a 

Master’s Degree in Communications from Madras 

University in India. She has earned certifications 

from the Kellogg School of Management at 

Northwestern University in ‘Strategies that Build 

Winning Brands’, ‘Strategy in the Age of Digital 

Disruption’ from INSEAD, ‘Digital Marketing’ from 

the Chartered Institute of Marketing in London, 

and ‘Project Management from the global Project 

Management Institute. 

Nihal is an advocate for social innovation, has been 

recognized on PR Moment’s 30 Under 30 list, and 

has been a mentor for women business owners 

through the United Nations Women, and the Cherie 

Blair Foundation. She is passionate about creating 

opportunities for social innovation and for the youth 

and women to participate in the economy and is 

a sought-after coach for emerging startups, and 

students of communications and marketing.

RAMESH JAGANNATHAN 

Managing Director of startAD, the accelerator 

powered by Tamkeen and anchored at NYU  

Abu Dhabi 

Email: rj31@nyu.edu

Ramesh is an entrepreneurial technologist 

specializing in leading global teams, converting 

abstract concepts into tangible and marketable 

technologies in a short time frame. 

Since 2010, Ramesh has led the focus on innovation 

and entrepreneurship at NYU Abu Dhabi. He 

believes in the UAE’s ability to evolve rapidly into 

giving Silicon Valley a run for its money, through 

a focus on addressing the needs of the 21st 

century middle class. Previously Ramesh spent 

30 years at Eastman Kodak in the US and the UK, 

which culminated in a prestigious appointment as 

Research Fellow at Kodak Research Labs. Ramesh 

holds 43 US patents, and has 31 peer-reviewed 

articles in journals. He also received the Kodak 

Distinguished Inventor Award. 

A gold medalist from the University of Madras from 

where he received his B.Tech degree, Ramesh went 

on to complete his PhD from Clarkson University 

and sat on the Cambridge University Mentor Panel.

Startupscale360 FZE
Tel: +971 52 944 2277 

Web: www.startupscale360.com

SWETHAL KUMAR 

CEO and Managing Partner 

Email: swethal@startupscale360.com

Ecosystem builder and start-up specialist Swethal 

Kumar is the Chief Executive Officer and Managing 

Partner of Startupscale360 FZE and Co-founder of 

The Crossroads. An alumnus of London Business 

School as well as an Indian Chartered Accountant, 

mailto:rj31@nyu.edu
http://www.startupscale360.com
mailto:swethal@startupscale360.com
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he has lived in the United Arab Emirates for 2 

decades and spent a major part of his career with 

Mubadala Investment, one of the largest sovereign 

funds in the world.

Swethal was sent on secondment to head Finance 

function in Hub71, an Abu Dhabi government-

funded start-up ecosystem. Twelve years of serving 

the Mubadala Group empowered him to start his 

new venture called Startupscale360, a start-up 

ecosystem builder. Along the way, he became 

the Co-founder of The Crossroads, with the aim 

of building a start-up ecosystem in the Caucasia 

region. Startupscale360 is the national organizer of 

Entrepreneurship World Cup in the UAE for 2022.

Swethal’s active contribution to the Middle East 

and North Africa, Caucasia, Central Asia, and the 

Indian start-up ecosystem has helped him foster 

innovation among start-ups and scale up their 

businesses.

StashAway

StashAway Group: 105 Cecil St, #14-01 The 

Octagon, Singapore 069534 

Tel: +65 6958 1052

StashAway MENA: Emirates Financial Towers,  

North Tower, 1301B, DIFC, United Arab Emirates 

Tel: +971 4 590 9999 

Web: www.stashaway.com

MICHELE FERRARIO

Cofounder and Chief Executive Officer 

Email: michele.ferrario@stashaway.com

Michele is the Co-Founder and CEO of StashAway, 

the largest digital wealth manager in SEA and 

MENA. Michele spent half of his career in and 

around financial services, as a consultant to large 

financial institutions at McKinsey & Co., and as a 

Private Equity investor. He then spent the second 

part of his career building consumer internet 

companies, as Managing Director at Rocket Internet 

and most recently as Group CEO of ZALORA, where 

he was responsible for it growing 15x and becoming 

the undisputed leader in the South East Asian 

fashion ecommerce market. Michele hold a BA from 

Bocconi University and an MBA from Columbia 

Business School.

Stratecis 

Web: www.stratecis.com

ARA FERNEZIAN

Founder and CEO

Ara is an entrepreneur, author, and the founder 

and CEO of Stratecis, an impact-driven strategic 

consulting firm based in Abu Dhabi, founded 

in 2018. Stratecis designs integrated strategies 

and content, and creates meaningful platforms 

and programs to empower and engage the next 

generation of impact-driven leaders, entrepreneurs, 

and innovators with resources, tools and contacts, 

to accelerate sustainable solutions for the 

betterment of lives and the protection of the 

environment. 

Ara is a sustainability and youth empowerment 

advocate, and he has over 27 years of experience 

in connecting people, creating markets, curating 

content, and building communities across vital 

economic sectors, from sustainability, energy, 

agriculture, food, waste management, water, 

cleantech, and tech for good to impact investment.

He led the development, management, and 

coexecution of globally renowned platforms 

such as Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week, 

Youth4Sustainability Platform, smeTribe, CEO 

Program, the World Future Energy Summit, the Sir 

Bani Yas Forum, the Climate Innovation Exchange, 

http://www.stashaway.com
mailto:michele.ferrario@stashaway.com
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the Sustainable Finance Forum, Innovate4Good, 

and the Impact Investment Forum.

He worked as the Group Managing Director—ME for 

Reed Exhibitions (part of RELX plc) and received 

recognition from government leaders and RX’s 

Global Chairman Award in 2010. He has a master’s 

in science in innovation and Entrepreneurship 

from HEC Paris; he is the author of “Note To Self”, 

“Learn a LittIe about a Lot” and a coauthor of the 

FutureSkills2030 Report.

Tawazun Council 

DR YEHYA AL MARZOOQI

Dr Yehya Al Marzooqi joined Tawazun in 2009 after 

working in Abu Dhabi Company for Onshore Oil 

Operations (ADCO), currently called ADNOC Onshore for 

over 16 years. Prior to that, he had worked in Resources 

Centre in a major bank in the USA. At Tawazun, he has led 

various people development initiatives such as:

•	 Leadership Development Program

•	 Establishment of MBA in Manufacturing Excel-

lence with UAE University

•	 Integration of Female Emirati National in manu-

facturing

•	 Facilitating the process of articulating vision, 

mission and values for the organization

•	 Conducting various people development work-

shops for senior management

•	 Attracting and enticing young Emirati National to 

pursue their education in STEM-C (Science, Tech-

nology, Engineering, Math and Coding)

•	 Supporting SMEs and Facilitating projects from 

lab to market 

Dr Yehya served on the Executive Committee of 

Tawteen Program and later as a Chairman of the 

Executive Committee. He also serves as:

•	 Member of the Executive Board of UAE Universi-

ty, College of Business and Economy.

•	 Member of the Evaluation and Assessment Exec-

utive Committee of Ministry of Interior’s Quality 

Award. 

•	 Board member of Executive of Khalifa Innovation 

Center (KIC)

•	 Chairman of the board of Business and Economy 

at Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University

He has co-authored articles that were published in 

the National HRD Journal and American Society for 

Training and Development (ASTD) publication. Dr 

Yehya has participated as a keynote speaker in local and 

international conferences. Dr Yehya has completed his 

undergraduate and graduate studies in the USA and 

has obtained his Doctorate Degree from the Bradford 

University in the UK. He is currently an Executive director, 

Advisory Unit, CEO’s office at TawazunCouncil.  

The Competitiveness Office  
of Abu Dhabi

Tel: +971 506 766 432 

Web: www.added.gov.ae 
Email: contact@abudhabi.ae

The Competitiveness Office of Abu Dhabi (COAD) was 

established with the aim of achieving the highest levels 

of competitiveness in Abu Dhabi by creating a diverse 

and sustainable environment that enables businesses and 

companies to achieve optimum productivity. The office 

helps create an economic environment that stimulates 

innovation and initiative, encouraging investment and 

guiding successful economic projects.

The office aims to improve the competitiveness 

indicators of Abu Dhabi in light of the global 

competitiveness indicators through coordination with 

various governmental and private agencies to develop 

and facilitate the business environment, monitor the 

http://www.added.gov.ae
mailto:contact@abudhabi.ae
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performance of competitiveness, and generate proposals 

that develop competitive thinking.

Moreover, COAD offers advisory services and 

specialized studies in competitiveness in collaboration 

with its relevant partners to enhance the competitive 

environment of Abu Dhabi through developing policies, 

competitiveness initiatives, and action plans with specific 

targets to support developing Abu Dhabi’s economy in 

particular and the UAE United Arab Emirates in general.

Transform Management Consulting 
LLC 

103, Suzuki Building, 9th Street,  

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Tel: +971 508 003 308 

Web: www.Transform-Ctg.com

MANISH KOTWALA

Managing Partner 

Email: mkotwala@transform-ctg.com

Manish Kotwala is a management professional 

with over 27 years of consulting and corporate 

experience. He is an expert in the development 

of business strategy, performance management, 

change management, SME development, and 

operations management. He assists board 

members and management level executives in 

achieving their corporate objectives, through 

strategic planning, balanced scorecard, project 

management, stakeholders’ management, and 

execution of key HR and IT initiatives, while driving 

change at all levels in the organization. Manish has 

executed projects in multiple industries including 

diversified family business groups, real estate, 

retail, manufacturing, and others. He has executed 

projects across multiple geographies including 

the Middle East, India, the United Kingdom, 

Commonwealth of Independent States countries, 

and Far East. Manish was the Director of Strategic 

Planning and Performance Management in the 

Khalifa Fund for Enterprise Development and 

was a Partner with Cedar Consulting. He is also a 

mechanical engineering graduate with an MBA from 

Mumbai University.

Transition Investment Lab,  
New York University Abu Dhabi

Experimental Research Building (C1), Saadiyat 

Island, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Phone: +971 2 628 8428 

Web: www.nyuad.io

BERNARDO BORTOLOTTI

Executive Director, Transition Investment Lab 

Email: bernardo.bortolotti@nyu.edu

Bernardo Bortolotti is a senior research scientist 

and executive director of the Transition Investment 

Lab at New York University Abu Dhabi. He is a 

director of Sovereign Investment Lab in Bocconi 

University in Milan, Italy, and full-time professor of 

economics (on leave) at the University of Turin, Italy. 

His research focuses on the complex relationships 

between state and markets, with special emphasis 

on state ownership of firms, regulation, corporate 

governance, and sustainable capitalism. He is one 

of the leading experts in privatization, state-assets 

management and divestiture, and sovereign wealth 

funds. His work appeared in major academic 

journals, and he has published two books with 

Oxford University Press.

Bernardo has been an executive director of 

Fondazione Eni Enrico Mattei, one of the largest 

Italian private research institutions. He has advised 

the World Bank, the Initiative for Policy Dialogue, 

the Italian Ministry of the Economy as secretary of 

the Global Advisory Committee on Privatization, 

and the Italian Audit Office. He served as consultant 

for listed companies and financial institutions and as 

board member in private companies and. He served 

http://www.Transform-Ctg.com
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as director in several corporate boards and as 

member of the Scientific Advisory Board of Cassa 

Depositi e Prestiti, the Italian development bank.

Bernardo received his PhD in economics from the 

Université Catholique de Louvain.

Wamda

Tel: +1 914 500 8406 

Web: www.wamda.com

FADI GHANDOUR

Executive Chairman of Wamda Group, Co-Founder 

of Aramex  

Email: fadi@wamdacapital.com

Fadi Ghandour is the Executive Chairman of Wamda 

Group, a platform that invests, nurtures, and builds 

entrepreneurial eco-systems across the Middle East 

and North Africa (MENA). 

Fadi was also the Co-Founder of Aramex, one of 

the leading global logistics companies based in 

Dubai. He spent the first 30 years of his working life 

as Chief Executive Officer of Aramex, building the 

company to become one of the leading emerging 

market logistics companies, and making it the 

first company from the Arab world to be listed on 

Nasdaq.

Passionate about impact and social 

entrepreneurship, Fadi founded and chairs Ruwwad 

for Development, a private sector–led community 

engagement platform that helps marginalized 

communities across several countries in the MENA 

region and overcome marginalization through 

activism, civic engagement, education, and financial 

inclusion.

World Trade Center Kentucky 

Tel: +1 5023389885 

Web: www.wtcky.org

DR. OMAR NAJI AYYASH

Chief Executive Officer and President 

Email: president@wtcky.org

Dr. Omar N. Ayyash is the chief executive officer 

and president of World Trade Center Kentucky. He 

is a seasoned executive at the nexus of research 

excellence and innovation management. He has 

worked at the local level, at the national level, and 

internationally; most recently, he oversaw many of 

the innovation and entrepreneurship initiatives for 

a United Arab Emirates (UAE)-based educational 

institution and was the Program Ambassador for 

the Ministry of Education/Stanford University 

innovation and entrepreneurship initiative focused 

on entrepreneurship curriculum and ecosystem 

development. During his tenure, he was charged 

with setting up and leading a system-wide 

entrepreneurship and innovation ecosystem across 

all 16 campuses in the UAE. 

Omar is the former Director of the Mayor’s Office 

for International Affairs for the Louisville Metro 

Government. He was appointed by Mayor Jerry 

Abramson in February 2003 to be part of a historic 

team to help merge city and county governments.

http://www.wamda.com
mailto:fadi@wamdacapital.com
http://www.wtcky.org
mailto:president@wtcky.org
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Abu Dhabi Department of 
Economic Development

Abu Dhabi Global Market Academy
Al Maryah Community Bank
Aldar
Amazon MENA
Arab Excellence
Bina Khan
BOLT Consultancy
CarSwitch
CCM Consultancy
C3 – Companies Creating Change
D-One for Strategic Advisory
Dr. Ahmad Odeh
Dr. Mahmoud Alhayek
Dr. Mahmoud Mansi
Dunes Ventures
Endeavor UAE
Engineering Design Studio, New 
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Association (MEVCA)
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Qokoon
Raman Jaggi
Shorooq Partners
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startAD, New York University Abu Dhabi
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